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Client Alert

Executive Orders Issued by the Governor of the State of Georgia
As of 11:00 AM on May 14, 2020, and in descending order.

Ryan Kerr

Since late February 2020, Governor Kemp has issued Executive Orders related to the 2019 novel 
coronavirus (“COVID-19”) pandemic. Attached is a chart that summarizes each Executive Order 
related to COVID-19. As this information is merely a summary, the full Orders should be reviewed to 
understand the full scope of the Orders and their context. Links to each Order are provided; how-
ever, should the links become unusable, the Orders may be accessed in their entirety at the Office 
of the Governor’s webpage, last accessed May 14, 2020. Abbreviations and defined terms are used 
in the chart and have the following meanings:

Abbreviation/Term Meaning
Business Any business, establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation, or 

organization.
CDC The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
CMS The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
DBHDD The Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Dis-

abilities
DCH The Georgia Department of Community Health
DDS The Georgia Department of Driver Services
DECAL The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
DFCS The Georgia Department of Human Services Division of Family & Chil-

dren Services
DOD The Georgia Department of Defense
DOE The Georgia Department of Education
DPH The Georgia Department of Public Health
DPS The Georgia Department of Safety
EMSC program Emergency Medical Systems Communications Program
GEMA The Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency
National Guard The Georgia National Guard

If you have any questions about these Orders, please contact Ryan Kerr.

https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
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05.12.20.01 (84.36 KB) Tuesday, May 12, 
2020 

None Regarding the Department of 
Driver Services and on-the-
road driving exams 

(1) Terminates Section IX of Order 04.23.20.02 titled "Drivers' Services" at 11:59 
P.M. on Monday, May 11, 2020. 

(2) Orders DDS to correct public guidance documents to reflect that the 
on-the-road test was only temporarily suspended by Order 04.23.20.02, and 
that all drivers who received licenses pursuant to that Order are still required 
to and shall complete an on-the-road test to maintain their driver's license. 

(3) Orders DDS to provide a process for drivers who have been awarded a driver's 
license without completing an on-the-road test to complete an on-the-road test 
no later than September 30, 2020. 

(4) Allows on-the-road driving tests conducted by DDS to be administered by 
examiners riding in the vehicle with applicants or by remote means. 

05.12.20.02 (1.18 MB) Tuesday, May 12, 
2020 

Sunday, May 31, 
2020 

Providing additional guidance 
for reviving a healthy Georgia 
in response to COVID-19 

Generally, the provisions contained in this Order are effective from May 14, 2020, 
at 12:00 A.M. through May 31, 2020, at 11:59 P.M., unless otherwise noted. 
 
I. General Provisions 
(1) Requires all residents and visitors of the State to practice Social Distancing 

and refrain from Gathering. 
(2) Encourages all residents and visitors of the State to wear face coverings as 

practicable while outside their homes or places of residence, except when 
eating, drinking, or exercising outdoors. 

(3) Requires all residents and visitors of the State to practice sanitation in 
accordance with CDC guidelines. 

(4) Prohibits Businesses and county or municipal governments (with limited 
exceptions, including Critical Infrastructure) from allowing Gatherings of 
persons.  
 

II. Definitions 
(5) Provides general definitions of key terms as follows: 

(a) “Camper” means any person that attends a Summer Camp as a 
participant, but excludes those who volunteer or work at Summer Camps. 

(b) “Critical Infrastructure” means all Workers, Businesses, and other 
organizations included in versions 1.0, 2.0, and 3.0 of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s Guidance on Essential Critical 
Infrastructure Workers released by the on March 19, 2020, March 28, 
2020, and April 17, 2020, respectively. This term includes suppliers that 
provide essential goods and services to the Critical Infrastructure 
workforce and entities that provide legal services, home hospice, and 
non-profit corporations or non-profit organizations that offer food 
distribution or other health or mental health services. 

(c) “Essential Services” means:  
(i) Obtaining necessary supplies and services for family or household 

members, such as food and supplies for household consumption and 
use, medical supplies or medication, supplies and equipment needed 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/05122001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/05122002/download
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to work from home, and products needed to maintain safety, 
sanitation, and essential maintenance of the home or residence. 

(ii) Engaging in activities essential for the health and safety of family 
or household members. 

(iii) Seeking medical, behavioral health, or emergency services. 
(iv) Activities that may preserve the health and welfare of persons within 

Georgia. 
(v) The transport, visitation, and regular care of family members and 

persons dependent on the services of others, and similar actions that 
ensure the welfare and best interests of persons in Georgia, 
specifically including the elderly, children, and disabled 
populations. 

(vi) Children obtaining public internet access to fulfill educational 
obligations. 

(vii) Engaging in outdoor exercise activities so long as Social Distancing 
is practiced during such activities between all persons who are not 
occupants of the same household or residence. 

(d) “Gathering” means more than 10 persons physically present at a Single 
Location if persons are required to stand or be seated within 6 feet of any 
other person.  

(e) “Hand Sanitizer” means any hand antiseptic, hand rub, soap, or agent 
applied to the hands for the purpose of removing common pathogens. 

(f) “Necessary Travel” means such travel as is required to conduct or 
participate in Essential Services or Critical Infrastructure. 

(g) “Personal Protective Equipment” means surgical masks, N95 masks, 
respirators, other facemasks, protective gloves, protective clothing, 
protective garments, and shoe coverings. 

(h) “Restaurants and Dining Rooms” means any entity defined as a “food 
service establishment” pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 26-2-370(2). 

(i) “Shelter in Place” means a person is required to remain in his or her home 
or place of residence and take every possible precaution to limit social 
interaction to prevent the spread or infection of COVID-19 to themselves 
or any other person, subject to the provisions and exceptions of this 
Order. 

(j) “Single Location” means a space where all persons gathered cannot 
maintain at least 6 feet of distance between themselves and any other 
person. See Order for modified definition that applies to Restaurants and 
Dining Rooms and Childcare Facilities. 

(k) “Social Distancing” means keeping space between yourself and other 
people outside of your home or place of residence. Recommends that 
persons practicing Social Distancing should stay at least 6 feet from other 
people, avoid assembling in groups, avoid crowded places, and avoid 
large crowds (with limited exceptions).  
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(l) “Summer Camp” means any entity offering organized sessions of 
supervised recreational, athletic, or instructional activities held between 
typical school terms, including “day camps.” 

(m) “Worker” shall include employees, independent contractors, agents, 
volunteers, or other representatives of a Business or other entity. 

Some provisions of this Order modify these definitions for specific businesses 
or services. 

 
III. Sheltering in Place 
(6) Requires all residents and visitors of the State of Georgia who meet the 

following criteria for higher risk of severe illness as defined by the CDC to 
Shelter in Place until Friday, June 12, 2020, at 11:59 P.M. (except during an 
emergency): 
(a) Are 65 years of age or older. 
(b) Live in a nursing home or long-term care facility, including inpatient 

hospice, assisted living communities, personal care homes, intermediate 
care homes, community living arrangements, and community integration 
homes. 

(c) Have chronic lung disease, moderate to severe asthma, severe heart 
disease, or have been diagnosed with diabetes, liver disease, and persons 
with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis 

(d) Are immunocompromised or class III or severely obese. 
(7) Permits persons required to Shelter in Place to: 

(a) Conduct or participate in Essential Services; 
(b) Perform Necessary Travel; 
(c) Engage in gainful employment or the performance of, or travel to and 

from the performance of, minimum necessary activities to maintain the 
value of a business, establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation, 
or organization not classified as Critical Infrastructure; or 

(d) Work in or for Critical Infrastructure and being actively engaged in the 
performance of, or travel to and from, their respective employment. 

(8) Prohibits persons required to Shelter in Place from receiving visitors, except 
for visitors: 
(a) Providing medical, behavioral health, or emergency services or medical 

supplies or medication, including home hospice; 
(b) Providing support for the person to conduct activities of daily living or 

instrumental activities of daily living; 
(c) Providing necessary supplies and services, such as food and supplies for 

household consumption and use, supplies and equipment needed to work 
from home, and products needed to maintain safety, sanitation, and 
essential maintenance of the home or residence; or 

(d) Visitors received during end-of-life circumstances. 
Requires, to the extent practicable, visitors to maintain a minimum distance of 
6 feet between themselves and all other occupants of the person’s home or 
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residence. Requires any visitors visiting for the sole purpose of delivering 
medication, supplies, or other tangible goods to do so, to extent practicable, in 
a manner that does not require in-person contact or entry into the person’s 
home or residence. Strictly enforces this provision upon nursing homes or 
other long-term care facilities, including inpatient hospice, assisted living 
communities, personal care homes, intermediate care homes, community 
living arrangements, and community integration homes.  
 

IV. Restaurants & Dining Rooms 
(9) Requires all Restaurants and Dining rooms operating during the effective 

dates of this Order (except for dining services in hospitals, health care 
facilities, nursing homes, or other long-term care facilities) to implement 
specific measures to mitigate exposure to and spread of COVID-19 among its 
patrons and workforce. 

(10) Encourages dining services in hospitals, health care facilities, nursing homes, 
or other long-term care facilities to implement measures to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 

(11) Allows DPH to extend the routine inspection timelines in the Georgia 
regulations by 120 days for any permit holder of a food service establishment 
maintaining an “A” food safety grade for any such food service establishment 
which was scheduled to have a routine inspection at any time between March 
14, 2020, and September 10, 2020. 

 
V. Industry, Commerce, Organizations, & Non-Profits 
(12) Authorizes the Georgia Department of Economic Development to issue 

guidance to any business, corporation, organization, or industry trade group 
regarding its status as Critical Infrastructure.  

(13) Requires Critical Infrastructure that continue in-person operation during the 
effective dates of this Order to implement specific measures to mitigate the 
exposure to and spread of COVID-19.  

(14) Recommends Critical Infrastructure and all other Businesses that continue in-
person operation during the effective dates of this Order to implement specific 
additional safety measures. 

(15) Requires all live performance venues, operators of amusement rides, and bars 
to remain closed to the public. 

(16) Requires all retail businesses, including Food Establishments as defined in the 
Georgia regulations (including retail and wholesale grocery stores, but 
excluding food processing plants or wholesale sandwich and salad 
manufacturers) to implement specific additional measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, as practicable.  

(17) Requires gyms, fitness centers, body art studios, cosmetologists, estheticians, 
hair designers, massage therapists, indoor movie theaters, cinemas, bowling 
alleys to implement specific additional measures to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, as practicable. 
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(18) Requires persons who work outdoors without regular contact with other 
persons, such as delivery services, contractors, landscape businesses, and 
agricultural industry services, to practice Social Distancing and implement 
sanitation processes in accordance with CDC guidelines. 

 
VI. Healthcare 
(19) Requires any person, service, or entity delivering healthcare during the 

effective dates of this Order shall adhere to the guidelines listed in Section V 
this Order for Critical Infrastructure in addition to the guidelines listed below. 

(20) Requires dental practices and clinics that continue in-person operation during 
the effective dates of this Order to adhere to the American Dental 
Association’s Interim Guidance for Minimizing Risk of COVID-19 
Transmission and Interim Mask and Face Shield Guidelines.  

(21) Requires licensed optometrists and their staff that continue in-person 
operation during the effective dates of this Order to adhere to the American 
Optometric Association’s Practice Reactivation Preparedness Guide and the 
Georgia Optometric Association’s COVID-19 guidelines for practices issued 
March 17, 2020, and updated April 20, 2020. 

(22) Requires licensed opticians and their staff that continue in-person operation 
during the effective dates of this Order to adhere to CDC’s Recommendations 
for Office Disinfection and Recommendations for Employers. 

(23) Requires Ambulatory Surgical Centers that continue in-person operation 
during the effective dates of this Order to implement specific additional 
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 as practicable. 

(24) Suspends any Order or rule that might prevent dental practices, dental clinics, 
optometrists, opticians, and ambulatory surgical centers from providing the 
full scope of their services subject to the requirement of Order.  

(25) Designates certain Workers of healthcare facilities, certain healthcare 
licensees, and others in certain educational or training programs as auxiliary 
emergency management workers, in addition to those Workers so designated 
by Orders 04.14.20.01 and 4.20.20.01. 

(26) Designates services provided or performed by certain healthcare facilities as 
emergency management activities. 

(27) Encourages, to the extent possible, hospitals, health care institutions, medical 
facilities, nursing homes, and other long-term care facilities to offer in-room 
dining. 

 
VII. Education & Children 
(28) Defines “Childcare Facilities” as all Child Care Learning Centers and Family 

Child Learning Homes under the jurisdiction of DECAL. 
(29) Prohibits all Childcare Facilities from transporting children for any purpose 

other than transporting children between their place of residence and the 
childcare facility. All permissible transports must be conducted in such a way 
that maintains Social Distancing, to the greatest extent possible. 
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(30) Requires all Childcare Facilities in operation to implement standard hygiene, 
sanitation, and disinfection licensing rules promulgated by DECAL and other 
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

(31) Suspends the definition of “child” in certain sections of the Georgia Code for 
the limited purpose of ensuring that persons in the care of the DFCS who age 
out of the definition of “child” during the Public Health State of Emergency 
continue to be eligible to remain in their placement and continue to receive 
services for a duration of 90 days following the termination of the Public 
Health State of Emergency or any extension thereof. This suspension is 
effective until July 1, 2020. 

(32) States that if CDC issues guidance for the operation of Summer Camps, such 
guidance shall control. 

(33) Prohibits Summer Camps from hosting Campers overnight until authorized by 
DPH. 

(34) Requires, in addition to the applicable requirements for non-critical 
infrastructure, Summer Camps to implement additional measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. 

(35) States that no provision of this Order shall limit, infringe, suspend, or supplant 
any custodial arrangements created pursuant to the laws or constitution 
Georgia or the United States, nor shall any person use any provision this Order 
as a defense to an action in violation of a custodial arrangement by any court 
created pursuant to the laws or constitution of Georgia or the United States. 

 
VIII. Governments 
(36) Orders the Human Resources Administration of the Department of 

Administrative Services to promulgate guidance for the reopening of state 
offices and the return of teleworking state employees to in office 
environments. 

(37) Suspends certain requirements in Georgia law to the extent that they would 
prevent local governments from being eligible to receive state funding for 
expenditures made during the current Public Health State of Emergency 
related to the prevention, treatment, or mitigation of COVID-19. 

(38) Extends certain deadlines associated with audit reporting, government 
finances and local government indebtedness reports, and grant certification 
form reporting that are imposed upon local governments by 90 days for any 
local government that by virtue of their fiscal year-end date will have such an 
audit or report due at any time during the Public Health State of Emergency 
or within 90 days after the Public Health State of Emergency is terminated or 
ceases to be renewed by the Governor. 

(39) Authorizes and empowers county and municipal governments to make, 
amend, and rescind orders, rules, and regulations as may be necessary for 
emergency management purposes and to supplement the carrying out of this 
Order. 



Executive Orders issued by the Governor of the State of Georgia 
As of 11:00 AM on May 14, 2020, and in descending order. 

 

- 8 - 
14885922v3 

Executive Order No. 
and Link Date of Order Date of Termination Short Description Summary of Order 

(40) Prohibits county, municipal, or local ordinances from impeding the operation 
of Critical Infrastructure. 

 
IX. Enforcement 
(41) Requires state agencies with primary regulatory authority over the entities 

listed in this Order and the Commissioner of DPS to provide resources as 
requested to assist in the enforcement of this Order. 

(42) Makes a violation of this Order a misdemeanor.  
(43) Encourages officials enforcing this Order to take reasonable steps to provide 

notice prior to issuing a citation or making an arrest.  
(44) Authorizes law enforcement, after providing reasonable notice and issuing at 

least two citations for violations of this Order to mandate the closure of any 
noncompliant Business. 

(45) Suspends the enforcement of any county or municipal ordinance or order that 
is more or less restrictive than this Order. 

05.08.20.01 (122.99 KB) Friday, May 8, 2020 End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Temporarily extending the 
thirty-day renewal 
requirement for Georgia 
Weapons Carry Licenses 

(1) Suspends the requirement in the Georgia Code requiring weapons carry 
licenses and renewal licenses to be applied for within 30 days after the 
expiration of such licenses for such licenses that have expired or will expire 
between February 13, 2020 and June 12, 2020. 

(2) Allows applications for renewals of the weapons carry licenses and renewal 
licenses described above to be considered to be for a renewal license if the 
holder applies within 120 days after the expiration date of license. 

(3) If the Public Health State of Emergency is extended, then Provision #2 will 
apply to any weapons carry license or renewal license that expires during the 
Public Health State of Emergency. 

04.30.20.01 (91.21 KB) Thursday, April 30, 
2020 

Friday, June 12, 2020 Renewing the Public Health 
State of Emergency issued on 
March 14 and renewed on 
April 8 to assist with the 
state’s response to COVID-19 

(1) Renews the Public Health State of Emergency declared by Order 03.14.20.01 
and previously renewed by Order 04.08.20.02 for 30 days. 

(2) Terminates the Public Health State of Emergency on Friday, June 12, 2020, 
at 11:59 P.M., unless it is renewed. 

(3) Adopts the terms of Orders 03.14.20.01 and 04.08.20.02 by reference. 
(4) Extends Orders 04.08.20.03, 04.08.20.05, and Section III of Order 

04.23.20.02 titled “Sheltering in Place” for 43 days (until Friday, June 12, 
2020, at 11:59 P.M.). 

04.27.20.01 (113.69 KB) Monday, April 27, 
2020 

None Providing additional guidance 
for food service 
establishments, bowling 
alleys, and theaters in 
response to COVID-19 

(1) Extends certain routine inspection timelines for any permit holder of a food 
service establishment maintaining an “A” food safety grade for any such 
establishment, which was scheduled to occur between March 14, 2020, and 
September 10, 2020, for 120 days. 

(2) Defines “Hand Sanitizer” as used in Order 04.23.20.02 as any hand antiseptic, 
hand rub, soap, or agent applied to the hands for the purpose of removing 
common pathogens. 

(3) Defines of “Restaurants and Dining Rooms” as used in Order 04.23.20.02 as 
all entities defined as a “food service establishment” pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 
26-2-370(2). 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/05082001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04302001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04272001/download
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(4) Extends the authorizations issued by DCH in accordance with Order 
03.20.20.02 for a period not to exceed 90 days from the expiration of the 
Public Health State of Emergency. 

(5) Allows Order 04.08.20.04 to expire pursuant to its original terms on Thursday, 
April 30, 2020, at 11:59 P.M. 

(6) Makes the provisions of Order 04.23.20.02 specifically regulating bowling 
alleys, indoor theaters, and cinemas immediately effective immediately. 

(7) Permits theaters to immediately begin in-person operations as provided in 
Order 04.23.20.02. 

04.23.20.02 (1.01 MB) 
 

Thursday, April 23, 
2020 

Wednesday, May 13, 
2020;  
Some portions 
terminated on 
Monday, May 11, 
2020 by Order 
05.12.20.01 

Providing guidance for 
reviving a healthy Georgia in 
response to COVID-19 

Generally, the provisions contained in this Order are effective from May 1, 2020, 
at 12:00 A.M. through May 13, 2020, at 11:59 P.M., unless otherwise noted. 
 
(1) Requires that all residents and visitors of Georgia practice “Social 

Distancing,” refrain from “Gathering,” and practice sanitation in accordance 
with CDC guidelines. 

(2) Encourages all residents and visitors of Georgia to wear face coverings as 
practicable while outside their homes or places of residence, except when 
eating, drinking, or exercising outdoors. 

(3) Prohibits Businesses or county or municipal governments from allowing 
“Gatherings” of persons, unless an exception applies.  

(4) Extends Order 04.08.20.04 until Wednesday, May 13, 2020, at 11:59 P.M. 
(5) Provides general definitions of key terms as follows: 

(a) “Critical Infrastructure” means all workers and Businesses included in 
versions 1.0, 2.0, and 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workers released by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on 
March 19, 2020, March 28, 2020, and April 17, 2020, respectively, and 
those suppliers that provide essential goods and services to the Critical 
Infrastructure workforce as well as entities that provide legal services, 
home hospice, and non-profit corporations or non-profit organizations 
that offer food distribution or other health or mental health services. 

(b) “Essential Services” means: 
(i) Obtaining necessary supplies and services for family or household 

members. 
(ii) Engaging in activities essential for the health and safety of family 

or household members. 
(iii) Seeking medical, behavioral health, or emergency services. 
(iv) Activities that may preserve the health and welfare of persons 

within Georgia. 
(v) The transport, visitation, and regular care of family members and 

persons dependent on the services of others, and similar actions that 
ensure the welfare and best interests of persons in the State. 

(vi) Children obtaining public internet access to fulfill educational 
obligations. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04232002/download
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(vii) Engaging in outdoor exercise activities subject to Social Distancing 
requirements. 

(c) “Gathering” means more than 10 persons physically present at a Single 
Location if, to be present, persons are required to stand or be seated 
within 6 feet of any other person. 

(d) “Necessary Travel” means such travel as is required to conduct or 
participate in Essential Services or Critical Infrastructure. 

(e) “Personal Protective Equipment” means surgical masks, N95 masks, 
respirators, other facemasks, protective gloves, protective clothing, 
protective garments, and shoe coverings. 

(f) “Shelter in Place” means the requirement that a person remains in his or 
her home or place of residence and take every possible precaution to limit 
social interaction to prevent the spread or infection of COVID-19 to him 
or herself or any other person, subject to the provisions and exceptions 
of this Order. 

(g) “Single Location” means “a space where all persons gathered cannot 
maintain at least 6 feet of distance between themselves and any other 
person subject to the provisions of this Order.” 

(h) “Social Distancing” as keeping space between oneself and other people 
outside of your home or place of residence.  

(i) Some provisions of this Order modify these definitions for specific 
businesses or services. 

(6) Requires certain residents and visitors of the State who are high risk of severe 
illness as defined by the CDC to Shelter in Place within their homes or places 
of residence, unless they are performing certain specified activities or in cases 
of emergency. (This section was extended through Friday, June 12, 2020, by 
Order 04.30.20.01). 

(7) Prohibits persons who are required to Shelter in Place from receiving visitors, 
except in certain circumstances and subject to certain requirements. (This 
section was extended through Friday, June 12, 2020, by Order 04.30.20.01). 

(8) Allows restaurants and dining rooms to resume dine-in services at 12:00 A.M. 
on Monday, April 27, 2020, subject to certain limitations on the number of 
patrons and compliance with specific measures to mitigate the risk of 
exposure to and spread of COVID-19 and exempts dining services in 
hospitals, healthcare facilities, nursing homes, or other long-term care 
facilities from these requirements. 

(9) Authorizes the Georgia Department of Economic Development to issue 
guidance to any business, corporation, organization, or industry trade group 
regarding its status as Critical Infrastructure.  

(10) Requires Critical Infrastructure that continues in-person operation to 
implement specific measures to mitigate the exposure and spread of COVID-
19.  
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(11) Requires all Businesses that are not Critical Infrastructure that continue in-
person operations to implement specific measures to mitigate the exposure 
and spread of COVID-19. 

(12) Closes all live public swimming pools, performance venues, operators of 
amusement rides, and bars. 

(13) Requires all retail businesses, including Food Establishments (as defined in 
the Georgia Code), but excluding food processing plants or wholesale 
sandwich and salad manufacturers, to implement specific additional measures 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19, as practicable 

(14) Requires gyms, fitness centers, body art studios, cosmetologists, estheticians, 
hair designers, massage therapists, tanning facilities, indoor movie theaters 
and cinemas, and bowling alleys choosing to operate to implement additional 
specific measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, as practicable.  

(15) Requires persons who work outdoors without regular contact with other 
persons, such as delivery services, contractors, landscape businesses, and 
agricultural industry services, to practice Social Distancing and implement 
sanitation processes in accordance with CDC guidelines. 

(16) Extends the authorizations in Order 03.20.20.02 to hold shareholder meetings 
by remote communications during the Public Health State of Emergency to 
apply to certain meetings being held by remote communication regardless of 
whether such meeting occurs during the Public Health State of Emergency, 
subject to certain notice requirements. 

(17) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, any person, service, or entity delivering 
healthcare to adhere to the guidelines for Critical Infrastructure, as well as 
other guidelines, provided in this Order. 

(18) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, dental practices and clinics who continue 
in-person operation to adhere to the American Dental Association’s Interim 
Guidance for Minimizing Risk of COVID-19 Transmission and Interim Mask 
and Face Shield Guidelines. 

(19) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, licensed optometrists and their staff who 
continue in-person operation to adhere to the American Optometric 
Association’s Practice Reactivation Preparedness Guide and the Georgia 
Optometric Association’s COVID-19 guidelines for practices issued March 
17, 2020, and updated April 20, 2020.  

(20) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, licensed opticians and their staff that continue 
in-person operation shall adhere to the CDC’s Recommendations for Office 
Disinfection and Recommendations for Employers.  

(21) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, Ambulatory Surgical Centers that continue in-
person operation to implement specific additional measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, as practicable.  

(22) Suspends, as of April 23, 2020, any previous Order or rule which would 
prevent dental practices and clinics, optometrists, opticians, or Ambulatory 
Surgical Centers from providing the full scope of their services subject to the 
above requirements. 
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(23) Recommends, to the extent possible, that hospitals, healthcare institutions, 
medical facilities, nursing homes, and other long-term care facilities offer in-
room dining. 

(24) Prohibits, as of April 23, 2020, all childcare facilities from transporting 
children for any purpose other than transporting children between their place 
of residence and the childcare facility. All permissible transports must be 
conducted in such a way that maintains Social Distancing, to the greatest 
extent possible. 

(25) Requires, as of April 23, 2020, all childcare facilities in operation to 
implement standard hygiene, sanitation, and disinfection licensing rules 
promulgated by DECAL and other measures to prevent the spread of COVID-
19.  

(26) Suspends the definition of “child” in certain sections of the Georgia Code for 
the limited purpose of ensuring that persons in the care of the DFCS who age 
out of the definition of “child” during the Public Health State of Emergency 
continue to be eligible to remain in their placement and continue to receive 
services for a duration of 90 days following the termination of the Public 
Health State of Emergency or any extension thereof. This suspension is 
effective until July 1, 2020. 

(27) States that, as of April 23, 2020, no provision of this Order shall limit, 
infringe, suspend, or supplant any custodial arrangements created pursuant to 
the laws or constitution Georgia or the United States, nor shall any person use 
any provision this Order as a defense to an action in violation of a custodial 
arrangement by any court created pursuant to the laws or constitution of 
Georgia or the United States. 

(28) Suspends, as of April 23, 2020, certain requirements in Georgia law to the 
extent that they would prevent local governments from being eligible to 
receive state funding for expenditures made during the current Public Health 
State of Emergency related to the prevention, treatment, or mitigation of 
COVID-19. 

(29) Extends, as of April 23, 2020, certain deadlines associated with audit 
reporting, government finances and local government indebtedness reports, 
and grant certification form reporting that are imposed upon local 
governments by 90 days for any local government that by virtue of their fiscal 
year-end date will have such an audit or report due at any time during the 
Public Health State of Emergency or within 90 days after the Public Health 
State of Emergency is terminated or ceases to be renewed by the Governor. 

(30) Authorizes and empowers county and municipal governments to make, 
amend, and rescind orders, rules, and regulations as may be necessary for 
emergency management purposes and to supplement the carrying out of this 
Order. 

(31) Prohibits county, municipal, or local ordinance from impeding the operation 
of Critical Infrastructure. 
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(32) Suspends, as of April 23, 2020, the requirement that DDS examine every 
driver’s license applicant with a comprehensive on-the-road driving test 
provided all other requirements outlined for a driver’s license are met. 

(33) Suspends, as of April 23, 2020, certain requirements for instructional permits 
and eligibility for Class D driver’s licenses. 

(34)  Requires state agencies with primary regulatory authority over the entities 
listed in this Order and the Commissioner of DPS to provide resources as 
requested to assist in the enforcement of this Order. 

(35) Makes a violation of this Order a misdemeanor.  
(36) Authorizes law enforcement, after providing reasonable notice and issuing at 

least two citations for violations of this Order to mandate the closure of any 
noncompliant Business. 

(37) Suspends any county or municipal ordinance or order that is more or less 
restrictive than this Order. 

04.20.20.01 (264.89 KB) 
 

Monday,  
April 20, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Providing flexibility for 
healthcare practices, moving 
certain businesses to 
minimum operations, and 
providing for emergency 
response 

(1) Exempts all medical practices, dental practices, orthodontics practices, 
optometry practices, physical therapists, ambulatory surgical centers, 
physicians performing elective surgeries, healthcare institutions, medical 
facilities, and any and all other healthcare-related practices and services from 
“Minimum Basic Operations” restrictions as defined in Order 04.02.20.01. 

(2) Recommends that such healthcare-related practices and services implement 
the operational guidelines provided in Order 04.02.20.01 for Critical 
Infrastructure and in accordance with CDC and CMS guidelines. 

(3) Allows all gyms, fitness centers, bowling alleys, body art studios, 
cosmetologists, estheticians, hair designers, and massage therapists to begin 
Minimum Basic Operations on Friday, April 24, 2020, subject to their 
compliance with certain measures outlined in the Order. 

(4) Adds all workers and Businesses included in version 3.0 of Guidance on 
Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers released by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security on April 17, 2020, to the definition of Critical 
Infrastructure. 

(5) Prohibits county, municipal, and local ordinance from impeding the operation 
of Critical Infrastructure. 

(6) Requires DPH to enter into an agreement with Augusta University Health 
System, Inc., to provide COVID-19 screening and testing services for 
residents and visitors of the State. 

(7) Deems AU Health an agent of the State for certain purposes and certain of its 
acts to be acts in accordance with an Order entered by the Governor. 

(8) Authorizes DPH to employ whatever means may be at its disposal to 
overcome this emergency, including, but not limited to, overriding the orders 
of county boards of health, health districts, and their officers, directors, and 
employees to enforce uniformity in the State’s response to the spread of 
COVID-19. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04202001/download
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(9) Authorizes the State Health Officer to (a) select which specific COVID-19 
screening and testing services operate on behalf of the State, health districts, 
and county boards of health; and (b) enforce uniform testing requirements. 

(10) Authorizes the Adjutant General of the National Guard, acting at the direction 
of the State Health Officer, to enforce uniform testing requirements. 

(11) Deems the failure to comply with orders by the State Health Officer or the 
Adjutant General of the National Guard a misdemeanor. 

(12) Suspends the enforcement of any county or municipal ordinance or order that 
is more or less restrictive than this Order. 

(13) Designates cardiac technicians, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, 
paramedic clinical preceptors, and officers, directors, employees, staff, and 
contractors of air ambulance services, ambulance providers, emergency 
medical services systems, EMSC programs, and EMSC program local 
coordinating entities to be auxiliary emergency management workers. 

(14) Designates the services provided or performed by air ambulance services, 
ambulance providers, emergency medical services systems, EMSC programs, 
and EMSC program local coordinating entities to be emergency management 
activities. 

(15) Rescinds any provision of any previously issued Order that is in direct conflict 
with any provision of this Order. 

04.20.20.02 (62.48 KB) 
 

Monday,  
April 20, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Regarding the Peace Officers 
Standards and Training 
Council certification of jail 
officers and juvenile 
correctional officers 

Authorizes and directs the Peace Officers Standards and Training Council 
(“P.O.S.T.”) to suspend certain requirements to allow jail officers and juvenile 
correctional officers to continue to serve in those capacities until such time as 
P.O.S.T. is able to reopen P.O.S.T.-certified academies. 

04.16.20.01 (55.9 KB) 
 

Thursday,  
April 16, 2020 

None Authorizing a transfer from 
the Governor’s Emergency 
Fund 

Transfers $32,000,000 from the Governor’s Emergency Fund to GEMA to cover 
costs associated with COVID-19. 

04.14.20.01 (73.61 KB) 

 

 

Tuesday,  
April 14, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Designating Auxiliary 
Emergency Management 
Workers and Emergency 
Management Activities 

Considers (1) employees, staff, and contractors of certain healthcare institutions 
and medical facilities to be auxiliary emergency management workers; and (2) 
services of certain facilities to be emergency management activities. This Order 
expands immunity provided under Georgia law to auxiliary emergency 
management workers and emergency management activities to the covered 
individuals and to the activities of the covered facilities. 

04.13.20.02 (73.87 KB) 

 

 

Monday,  
April 13, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Regarding the use of face 
masks/coverings to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-
19 

Provides an exception to Georgia’s law against wearing a mask, hood, or device 
by which any portion of the face is so hidden, concealed, or covered as to conceal 
the identity of the wearer in any public way or property or private property without 
the written permission of the owner. This exception applies to mask, hoods, and 
other devices worn for the purpose of complying with healthcare guidance or 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04202002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04162001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04142001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04132002/download
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04.09.20.01 (261.82 KB) 
 

Thursday,  
April 9, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Temporarily Allowing 
Remote Notarization and 
Attestation of documents 
during the COVID-19 Public 
Health State of Emergency 

Allows for the remote provision of certain acts that must otherwise be performed 
in the physical presence of another so long as certain requirements are met. This 
includes notarial acts and the signing, witnessing, subscribing, executing, attesting, 
acknowledging, and affirmation of certain documents.  

04.08.20.02 (57.82 KB) 
 

Wednesday,  
April 8, 2020 

Wednesday, 
May 13, 2020 

Renewing the Public Health 
State of Emergency to assist 
with the state’s response to 
COVID-19 

Renews the Public Health State of Emergency issued on March 14, 2020. 

04.08.20.03 (210.74 KB) 

 

 

Wednesday,  
April 8, 2020 

Originally Thursday, 
April 30, 2020; 
Extended through 
Friday, June 12, 
2020, by Order 
04.30.20.01. 

Ensuring the safety of 
employees and residents of 
nursing homes and long-term 
care facilities in response to 
COVID-19 

(1) Requires intermediate care facilities, personal care homes, skilled nursing 
facilities, nursing homes, inpatient hospice entities, assisted living 
communities, assisted living care entities, community living arrangements, 
and community integration homes operated by DBHDD to implement 
protocols to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

(2) Authorizes DPH to issue directives, in coordination with the National Guard 
and DCH, to monitor, treat, prevent, reduce the spread of, and suppress 
COVID-19 in these facilities throughout Georgia. 

(3) Authorizes DPH to assume management and supervision of any such facility 
in noncompliance after providing notice and an opportunity for the facility to 
comply, assume management and supervision of the facility. 

(4) Makes noncompliance with this Order a misdemeanor. 
04.08.20.04 (81.86 KB) 
 

Wednesday, 
 April 8, 2020 

Originally Thursday, 
April 30, 2020; 
Extended through 
Wednesday, 
May 13, 2020; 

Regarding the suspension of 
short-term rentals to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19 

Prohibits Vacation Rentals (as defined in the Order) with certain exceptions. 
Makes a violation of this Order a misdemeanor. 

04.08.20.05 (63.84 KB) 
 

Wednesday,  
April 8, 2020 

Originally 
Wednesday, 
May 13, 2020; 
Extended through 
Friday, June 12, 
2020, by Order 
04.30.20.01. 

Calling up additional Georgia 
National Guard troops to 
assist in the state’s response to 
COVID-19 

Extends the March 14, 2020, Order requiring the DOD to provide National Guard 
troops and requires the DOD to provide an additional 1,000 National Guard troops. 

04.03.20.02 (1.1 MB) 
 

Friday,  
April 3, 2020 

Monday,  
April 13, 2020 

Expanding the definition of 
Essential Services and 
clarifying enforcement 
provisions in Executive Order 
04.02.20.01 

(1) Specifies that Executive Order 04.02.20.01 does not infringe, suspend, or 
supplant any judicial order, judgment, or decree given the independence of 
the Judiciary. 

(2) Expands the meaning the Essential Services in Executive Order 04.02.20.01 
to include: 

(a) the transport, visitation, regular care of family members and persons 
dependent on the services of others, and similar actions that ensure the 
welfare and best interests of persons in the State of Georgia, specifically 
including the elderly, children, and disabled populations; and 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04092001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04082002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04082003/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04082004/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04082005/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04032002/download
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(b) the provision of public internet access to children in order to fulfill 
educational obligations.  

(3) States that persons engaging in Essential Services should observe social 
distancing. 

(4) Authorizes only those officials deputized by the Governor or GEMA to 
mandate the closure of any business in noncompliance with Executive Order 
04.02.20.01. 

(5) Allows the Governor’s Office to issue guidance on the scope of “Essential 
Services” through the media, including social media, without need for further 
Executive Orders. 

04.03.20.01 (56.94 KB) 
 

Friday, 
April 3, 2020 

Monday,  
April 13, 2020 
 

Authorizing sheriffs to 
enforce the provisions of 
Executive Order 04.02.20.01 
involving businesses, 
establishments, for-profit 
corporations, non-profit 
corporations, and 
organizations 

Authorizes sheriffs and their deputies to enforce the closure of businesses in 
accordance with Executive Order 04.02.20.01. 

04.02.20.01 (357.61 KB) 

 

 

Thursday,  
April 2, 2020 

Monday,  
April 13, 2020 
 

Issuing a statewide shelter in 
place to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 

(1) Requires all residents and visitors of the State to practice social distancing and 
shelter in place except when: 
(a) Conducting or participating in Essential Services; 
(b) Performing Necessary Travel; 
(c) Are engaged in the performance of, or travel to and from, the 

performance of Minimum Basic Operations for a business, 
establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation, or organization not 
classified as Critical Infrastructure; or 

(d) Are part of the workforce for Critical Infrastructure and are actively 
engaged in the performance of, or travel to and from, their respective 
employment. 

(2) Defines Essential Services as: 
(a) Obtaining necessary supplies and services for family or household 

members; 
(b) Engaging in activities essential for the health and safety of family or 

household members, such as seeking medical, behavioral health, or 
emergency services; and 

(c) Engaging in certain outdoor exercise activities. 
(3) Defines Necessary Travel as travel that is required to conduct or participate in 

Essential Services, Minimum Basic Operations, or Critical Infrastructure. 
(4) Defines Minimum Basic Operations as: 

(a) The minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of a Business, 
provide services, manage inventory, ensure security, process payroll and 
employee benefits, or for related functions, subject to the restrictions of 
this Order; 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04032001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04022001/download
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(b) The minimum necessary activities to facilitate remote work or 
participation; and 

(c) Instances where employees are working outdoors without regular contact 
with other persons. 

(5) Defines Critical Infrastructure as those Businesses that would be defined as 
“essential critical infrastructure workforce” by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. 

(6) Requires all Businesses that are not Critical Infrastructure to engage in only 
Minimum Basic Operations and implement certain safeguards to limit the 
spread of COVID-19. 

(7) Requires all Businesses that are Critical Infrastructure to implement certain 
safeguards to limit the spread of COVID-19. 

(8) Prohibits Businesses and government agencies from allowing more than 10 
persons to gather in a single location if they cannot be separated by more than 
6 feet except in Critical Infrastructure. 

(9) Authorizes the Georgia Department of Economic Development to issue 
guidance to any Business or industry trade group regarding its status as 
Critical Infrastructure.  

(10) Prohibits all restaurants and private social clubs from providing dine-in 
services, 

(11) Closes all gyms, fitness centers, bowling alleys, theaters, live performance 
venues, operators of amusement rides, body art studios, cosmetologists, 
estheticians, hair designers, massage therapists, and bars to close to the public. 

(12) Prohibits persons required to shelter in place from receiving visitors, except 
for visitors who comply with social distancing requirements (as possible) and 
who: 
(a) Provide medical, behavioral health, or emergency services or medical 

supplies or medication, including home hospice; 
(b) Provide support for activities of daily living or instrumental activities of 

daily living; 
(c) Provide necessary supplies and services, such as food and supplies for 

household consumption and use, supplies and equipment needed to work 
from home, and products needed to maintain safety, sanitation, and 
essential maintenance of the home or residence; or 

(d) Are received during end-of-life circumstances. 
(13) Authorizes DPH, DPS, or any other state department or state officer deputized 

by the Governor or GEMA to mandate the closure of any noncompliant 
Business, after providing reasonable notice. 

(14) Requires the Adjutant General of the National Guard and the Commissioner 
of DPS to provide resources as requested to assist with this Order. 

(15) Suspends any powers of counties and cities that, in any way conflict, vary or 
differ from the terms of this Executive Order.  
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04.01.20.01 (96.67 KB) 
 
 

Wednesday,  
April 1, 2020 

The end of the 2019-
2020 school year. 

Closing public elementary and 
secondary schools through the 
end of the 2019-2020 school 
year to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 

Extends the closures of schools listed in Order 03.26.20.02 through the end of the 
2019-2020 school year. 

03.31.20.01 (77.51 KB) 
 

Tuesday,  
March 31, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Authorizing the use of real-
time audio-visual 
communication technology to 
assist in notarizing real estate 
documents 

Allows for the remote provision of certain acts related to real estate documents that 
must otherwise be performed in the physical presence of another so long as certain 
requirements are met. This includes notarial acts and the witnessing, attesting, or 
acknowledging real estate documents. 

03.31.20.02 (80.13 KB) 
 

Tuesday,  
March 31, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Authorizing the State 
Treasurer to act as “prudent 
investor “ during the COVID-
19 Public Health State of 
Emergency 

Authorizes the Office of State Treasurer of the State of Georgia to invest funds 
through the state treasurer who must act as a “prudent investor” under the 
prevailing circumstances of this public health crisis with the objective of 
maintaining liquidity and preserve capital. 

03.31.20.03 (76.41 KB) 

 

 

Tuesday,  
March 31, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Directing the Commissioner 
of Revenue to implement 
waivers related to 
Conservation Use Value 
Assessment and Forest Land 
Use Protection Act 
applications during the 
COVID-19 Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Authorizes and directs the Commissioner of Revenue to implement the suspension 
of certain provisions of the Georgia Code, and waive certain associated rules and 
regulations, related to Conservation Use Value Assessment and Forest Land Use 
Protection Act applications so that deadlines for such applications would fall no 
earlier than June 1, 2020. 

03.31.20.04 (70.19 KB) 

 

 

Tuesday,  
March 31, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Providing pharmacy 
technicians and pharmacists 
with options for handling the 
computer-based processing of 
prescriptions during the 
COVID-19 Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Authorizes the Georgia State Board of Pharmacy to implement the suspension of 
certain provisions of the Georgia Code and certain associated rules and regulations, 
in order to allow pharmacy technicians and pharmacists to complete computer-
based processing of prescriptions at alternative locations, including from the 
residence of the pharmacy technician or pharmacist. 
 

03.30.20.01 (25.42 KB) 
 

Monday,  
March 30, 2020 

None Authorizing a transfer from 
the Governor’s Emergency 
Fund 

Transfers $35,000,000 from the Governor’s Emergency Fund to GEMA to cover 
costs associated with COVID-19. 

03.30.20.02 (57.55 KB) 

 

 

Monday,  
March 30, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Amending Executive Order 
03.20.20.02 to allow for the 
use of  “private professional 
provider[s] “ to conduct 
required plan reviews or 
inspections 

Amends Executive Order 03.20.20.02 to allow “private professional providers” to 
provide plan reviews or inspections for certain construction and alteration projects. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04012001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03312001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03312002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03312003/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03312004/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03302001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03302002/download
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03.27.20.02 (100.83 KB) 

 

 

Friday, 
March 27, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Authorizing the State Board 
of Education to waive certain 
state rules, regulations, 
policies, procedures, and 
provisions to assist in the 
State’s response to COVID-19 

(1) Authorizes the State Board of Education to waive rules, regulations, policies, 
and procedures sua sponte, and expands the Board’s waiver authority.  

(2) Suspends certain requirements associated with Annual Performance 
Evaluations for Local Education Agencies, individual graduation plans for 
eighth grade students, and standardized testing for home study program 
students through July 31, 2020.  

(3) Allows certain home study program students an additional year to meet 
standardized testing requirements. 

03.26.20.01 (88.08 KB) 

 

 

Thursday,  
March 26, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Regarding unemployment 
insurance claims to assist in 
the State’s response to 
COVID-19 

Authorizes and directs the Commissioner of Labor to: 
(1) Implement the suspension of certain provisions of the Georgia Code, and 

waive certain associated rules and regulations, related to the deductible 
earnings threshold on unemployment insurance claims; 

(2) Adopt emergency rules with respect to deductible earnings for certain 
unemployment insurance claims.  

(3) Implement the suspension of certain provisions of the Georgia Code, and 
waive certain associated rules and regulations, related to the maximum 
unemployment benefits payable to an individual. 

(4) Adopt emergency rules establishing the maximum unemployment benefits 
payable to an individual in a benefit year. 

03.26.20.02 (73.12 KB) 
 

Thursday,  
March 26, 2020 

Originally Friday, 
April 24, 2020;  
Extended through the 
end of the 2019-2020 
school year by Order 
04.01.20.01 

Closing public elementary and 
secondary schools through 
April 24, 2020 to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 

(1) Extends the closures of schools listed in Executive Order 03.16.20.01 through 
the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 

(2) Closes public elementary and secondary schools for in-person instruction 
through April 24, 2020, except for meal preparation and distribution, 
continuity of distant learning, and any other necessary functions determined 
by the local school superintendent. 

(3) Closes public post-secondary schools d for in-person instruction with limited 
exceptions for the rest of the semester. 

(4) Requires DPH and DOE to implement measures for the health, nutrition, 
safety, and educational needs of students during the closure period. 

03.25.20.01 (226.32 KB) 

 

 

Wednesday,  
March 25, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Regarding Georgia driver’s 
licenses and identification 
cards, ignition interlock 
device requirements, etc. 

(1) Extends the expiration dates of certain Georgia driver’s licenses and 
identification cards by 120 days. 

(2) Suspends the requirement that new residents obtain Georgia driver’s licenses. 
(3) Changes the requirement that certain individuals who are required to have an 

ignition interlock device to report to the provider center for monitoring the 
operation from every 30 days to every 60 days. 

(4) Changes the valid period of certain temporary driving permits to 135 days. 
(5) Extends the period that certain individuals whose drivers’ licenses are 

suspended or disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle may 
request a hearing.  

03.24.20.01 (89.36 KB) Tuesday,  
March 24, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Reducing restrictions for 
Child Care Learning Centers 
and Family Child Learning 
Homes to assist in the State’s 
response to COVID-19 

Suspends certain rules and regulations: 
(1) in order to allow Child Care Learning Centers and Family Child Learning 

Homes the option of restricting families’ and guardians’ access to all areas of 
their facilities and to limit access to the front door of the facility; 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03272002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03262001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03262002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03252001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03242001/download
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(2) that require either a record of age-appropriate immunizations or a signed 
affidavit against such immunization; 

(3) related to field trips; and 
(4) that set minimum percentages of CPR and first aid trained staff. 

03.23.20.01 (116.29 KB) 

 

 

Monday,  
March 23, 2020 

Monday,  
April 6, 2020 
(Rescinded on 
Thursday, April 2, 
2020) 

Limiting large gatherings 
statewide, ordering  “shelter 
in place “ for specific 
populations, and closing bars 
and nightclubs in Georgia for 
fourteen days 

(1) Instructs DPH to order individuals who have serious underlying conditions 
likely to cause an increased spread of COVID-19 to isolate, quarantine, or 
shelter in place within their homes or place of residence. This includes: 
(a) Those persons who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility; 
(b) Those persons who have chronic lung disease; 
(c) Those persons who are currently undergoing cancer treatment; and 
(d) Those persons included in DPH Administrative Order 03.22.20.01. 

(2) Instructs DPH to promulgate rules and regulations effectuate this Executive 
Order and to allow persons quarantined, isolated, or sheltered in place 
according to this Order to seek essential services, make necessary travel, and 
receive specific visitors in end-of-life circumstances. 

(3) Orders bars to cease operations. 
(4) Prohibits Businesses from allowing more than 10 persons to be gathered at a 

single location if persons must be within 6 feet of any other person. 
(5) Authorizes DPH to mandate the closure of any noncompliant Business. 
(6) Orders the Commissioner of DPS to provide available resources to assist in 

the enforcement of this Executive Order. 
(7) Orders DPH to undertake public information activities to encourage 

organizations and businesses to adhere to CDC guidelines for preventing the 
spread of COVID-19, to undertake more extensive sanitation efforts, to 
encourage curbside pick-up or home delivery of purchased items, to limit 
personal interaction during transactions, and to limit the number of persons 
within their place of business. 

03.23.20.02 (95.35 KB) 
 

Monday,  
March 23, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Expanding temporary 
licensing of certain medical 
professions to assist the 
State’s response to the spread 
of COVID-19 

(1) Suspends enforcement of rules and regulations that prohibit the practice of 
medicine, surgery, osteopathic medicine, and osteopathic surgery, by a 
licensee whose license has lapsed or expired within the 5 years prior, whose 
licenses are not subject to pending investigation, and whose licenses have no 
history of administrative action adverse to the licensee. This suspension is 
limited to the medical treatment of victims of the existing public health 
emergency and for the duration of this Executive Order. 

(2) Authorizes the Georgia Board of Nursing to grant temporary licenses to 
graduate registered nurses and graduate practical nurses who have yet to take 
their respective licensing exam. Such nurses must work under a licensed nurse 
and only for the duration of this Executive Order. 

03.20.20.01 (52.71 KB) 
 

Friday,  
March 20, 2020 

None Authorizing a transfer from 
the Governor’s Emergency 
Fund 

Authorizes $19,552,646 to be transferred from the Governor’s Emergency Fund to 
GEMA to cover costs associated with COVID-19. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03232001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03232002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03202001/download
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03.20.20.02 (403.47 KB) 

 

 

Friday,  
March 20, 2020 

End of Public Health 
State of Emergency 

Reducing Regulations to 
Assist the State’s Response to 
the Spread of COVID-19 

(1) Suspends enforcement of a section of the Georgia Code requiring facilities to 
provide notice of use a physician assistant. 

(2) Requires the Georgia Composite Medical Board to adopt emergency rules to 
provide telemedicine licenses. 

(3) Permits all licensed Georgia pharmacists to dispense a one-time 90-day supply 
of a prescription of a drug that is not a Schedule II controlled substance in the 
event that the patient has no remaining refills and the pharmacist is unable to 
contact the issuing practitioner for authorization.  

(4) Permits all licensed Georgia pharmacists to dispense early refill prescriptions 
for prescription drugs, except for Schedule II controlled substances. 

(5) Authorizes the Georgia Board of Pharmacy to grant temporary licenses to 
pharmacists who are currently licensed in good standing as a pharmacist in 
another state. 

(6) Allows applicants seeking plan review or inspections to retain “private 
professional providers” to provide the required plan review or inspection. 

(7) Urges counties, cities, clerks of superior court, tax commissioners, and other 
officials to ensure recording offices remain open and available to receive 
applications and filings. 

(8) Permits domestic corporations that must hold a meeting of its shareholders to 
conduct its shareholder meeting remotely so long as certain requirements are 
met. 

(9) Deems the place for any shareholder meeting of any domestic corporation to 
include remote meetings. 

(10) Authorizes and directs DCH to implement the suspension of certain sections 
of the Georgia Code to: 
(a) reduce the administrative burden on healthcare facilities in responding to 

COVID-19; and 
(b) permit capable facilities to expand capacity, offer services, or make 

expenditures necessary to assist with the needs related to COVID-19. 
(11) Authorizes and directs the Commissioner of DCH to implement waivers of 

those rules and regulations necessary to prohibit the prevention, hindrance, or 
delay of necessary action to assist or aid in coping with COVID-19. 

(12) Authorizes and directs DCH to require healthcare facilities and providers to 
provide reports confirming actions taken to assist, aid, or cope with COVID-
19. 

Note: The authorizations issued by DCH in accordance with this order have been 
extended for a period not to exceed 90 days from the expiration of the Public Health 
State of Emergency by Order 04.27.20.01.. 

03.16.20.01 (59.07 KB) 

 

 

Monday,  
March 16, 2020 

Tuesday, March 31, 
2020 

Closing public elementary, 
secondary, and post-
secondary schools from 
March 18, 2020 to March 31, 
2020 to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 

Orders all public elementary, secondary, and post-secondary schools in the State 
to temporarily close and orders DPH and DOE to implement measures to provide 
for the health, nutrition, safety, educational needs, and well-being of students 
during this period. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03202002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03162001/download
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03.14.20.01 (208.09 KB) 

 

 

Saturday,  
March 14, 2020 

Originally Monday,  
April 13, 2020; 
Renewed through 
Wednesday, May 13, 
2020 by Order 
04.08.20.02; Again 
renewed through 
Friday, June 12, 
2020, by Order 
04.30.20.01. 

Declaring a Public Health 
State of Emergency for Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

(1) Declares a state of emergency due to COVID-19. 
(2) Requires GEMA to activate the Georgia Emergency Operations Plan 

(GEOP). 
(3) Requires DPH to coordinate with the CDC for release of the Strategic 

National Stockpile, as necessary. 
(4) Designates GEMA as the lead agency for responding to COVID-19 and 

requires GEMA to coordinate all emergency response activities and other 
matters pertaining to COVID-19. 

(5) Requires DPH to coordinate with GEMA to take any action necessary to 
protect the public’s health, including: 
(a) Planning and executing public health emergency assessments, 

mitigation, preparedness response, and recovery for the state; 
(b) Coordinating public health emergency responses between state and 

local authorities; 
(c) Establishing protocols to control the spread of COVID-19; 
(d) Coordinating recovery operations and mitigation initiatives; 
(e) Collaborating with appropriate federal government authorities, elected 

officials of other states, private organizations, or private sector 
companies; 

(f) Organizing public information activities regarding the state’s public 
health emergency response operations, including educating the public 
on the prevention of the spread of COVID-19 based on CDC guidelines 
and the best scientific evidence available; 

(g) Providing special identification for public health personnel involved in 
this Public Health State of Emergency; 

(h) For all persons meeting the CDC’s definition of a Person Under 
Investigation ( “PUI “), implementing a program of active monitoring, 
which may include a risk assessment within 24 hours of learning that 
the person meets the PUI criteria and twice-daily temperature checks 
for a period of at least 14 days or until the PUI tests negative for 
COVID-19; and 

(i) Implementing quarantine, isolation, and other necessary public health 
interventions consistent with or as otherwise authorized by law. 

(6) Authorizes the Georgia Composite Medical Board to grant temporary 
licenses to physicians who are currently licensed as a physician in good 
standing in other states to assist with the needs created by COVID-19. 

(7) Authorizes the Georgia Board of Nursing to grant temporary licenses to 
nurses who are currently licensed in good standing as an Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical Nurse, or Registered Professional 
Nurse in another state to assist with the needs created by COVID-19. 

(8) Provides limitations on motor carrier operations expanded under Federal 
law. 

(9) Reinforces that Georgia law prohibiting price gouging remains in effect. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/03142001/download
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3.14.20.02 (44.02 KB) 
 

Saturday,  
March 14, 2020 

Originally Monday,  
April 13, 2020; 
Extended through 
Wednesday, May 13, 
2020 by Order 
04.08.20.05 

Authorizing the call of the 
Georgia National Guard to 
State Active Duty for 
preparation and response for 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) 

(1) Requires 2,000 Georgia National Guard troops to be provided by DOD;  
(2) Allows Adjutant General to call these troops up to State Active Duty as 

requested by GEMA; and 
(3) Requires the Adjutant General to identify an appropriate staff member to act 

as a dual-status commander over all military forces responding to the 
COVID-19 emergency if the emergency requires the use of Title 10 military 
forces. 

02.28.20.01 (62.65 KB) 
 

Friday,  
February 28, 2020 

None Creating the Governor’s 
Coronavirus Task Force 

Creates a multidisciplinary task force of subject-matter experts to assess State 
procedures for preventing, identifying, and addressing cases of COVID-19. 

 
 

https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/3142002/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/02282001/download
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