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Georgia DCH Publishes Final Regulations and 
Application Materials for Assisted Living Communities

 The Georgia Department of Community Health (DCH) has published final 
regulations and application materials governing the new licensure category 
for Assisted Living Communities (ALC). As explained in our previous article, 
available by clicking here,1 the Assisted Living Licensure category was estab-
lished by the passage of the Georgia General Assembly’s Senate Bill 178 in 
2011. An ALC is a personal care home with a minimum of 25 beds that applies 
for a license to provide additional services such as administration of medica-
tions and retention of certain non-ambulatory residents. These additional 
services may allow residents to remain in place for a longer period of time.

The final rules governing ALCs, found at Ga. Comp. R. & Reg. 111-8-63, were 
approved by DCH on December 8, 2011 and were recently published along 
with the application materials. A personal care home applying to become an 
ALC must meet all regulatory requirements prior to receiving an ALC per-
mit. DCH has also developed interpretive guidelines to further explain the 
regulations and provide guidance regarding surveys, which are available by 
clicking here.2

An existing personal care home that otherwise meets the new regulatory 
requirements must apply to obtain a new ALC license. The application packet 
is available by clicking here.3 Once an application is submitted and deemed 
complete, DCH will conduct an on-site inspection to determine compliance 
with all regulatory requirements. For facilities that are already licensed as 
personal care homes, the facility’s history will be reviewed and DCH will deter-
mine whether an inspection will be conducted. 

Note, prior to obtaining an ALC permit, a facility that plans to offer medica-
tion administration services must employ certified medication aides, who, at 
a minimum, must be listed in good standing on the Georgia Certified Medica-
tion Aide registry and have no record of being terminated for cause relating to 
the performance of medication aide tasks. 

1 http://www.agg.com/media/interior/publications/Gardner-Georgia-General-Assembly-
Passes-Senate-Bill-178.pdf

2 http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/27/181156378ALC_IGs_2-2.pdf
3 http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/26/181156381ALC_InitialLicen-

surePacket_2-2-12.pdf

http://www.agg.com/media/interior/publications/Gardner-Georgia-General-Assembly-Passes-Senate-Bill-178.pdf
http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/27/181156378ALC_IGs_2-2.pdf
http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/26/181156381ALC_InitialLicensurePacket_2-2-12.pdf
http://www.agg.com/media/interior/publications/Gardner-Georgia-General-Assembly-Passes-Senate-Bill-178.pdf
http://www.agg.com/media/interior/publications/Gardner-Georgia-General-Assembly-Passes-Senate-Bill-178.pdf
http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/27/181156378ALC_IGs_2-2.pdf
http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/26/181156381ALC_InitialLicensurePacket_2-2-12.pdf
http://dch.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/53/26/181156381ALC_InitialLicensurePacket_2-2-12.pdf


Page 2Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

Client Alert

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP serves the business needs of growing public and private companies, helping clients turn legal challenges into business opportunities. We don’t 
just tell you if something is possible, we show you how to make it happen.  Please visit our website for more information, www.agg.com.

This alert provides a general summary of recent legal developments. It is not intended to be, and should not be relied upon as, legal advice.

Existing personal care homes should become familiar with the requirements for ALCs and determine if they 
want to apply to become an ALC. Homes that have decided to make the transition into an ALC should be-
come familiar with the new regulations and begin compliance. DCH has not indicated how long the licen-
sure transition process will take, but there will likely be a large number of applications submitted in the 
coming months so facilities should begin submitting application materials as soon as possible.


