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CMS Announces Delay for Data Collection Under Sunshine Act

Recently, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that 
it will not require data collection under the Physician Payments Sunshine Act 
(the Sunshine Act) before January 1, 2013.1 According to CMS, the reason for 
the delay for data collection is to provide time for companies to prepare for 
data submissions (e.g., reporting of gifts to physicians). 

The delay comes after CMS published the long-awaited proposed rule imple-
menting the Sunshine Act on December 18, 2011 (please click here to view 
our summary of the proposed rule2). According to the CMS announcement, 
the delay will allow CMS to sufficiently address the important input CMS has 
received during the rulemaking process. CMS intends to release the final rule 
to implement the Sunshine Act later this year. 

The Sunshine Act statute requires the first disclosure report to be submitted 
by March 31, 2013, for payments made in calendar year 2012. However, in 
light of the delay of data collection, the March 31, 2013, deadline for the first 
disclosure reports will likely also be extended.

1 The announcement is available at http://blog.cms.gov/2012/05/03/information-on-imple-
mentation-of-the-physician-payments-sunshine-act/.

2 http://www.agg.com/media/interior/publications/Burgar-Blakely-CMS-Issues-Proposed-
Pysician-Payments-Sunshine-Act-Regulations.pdf
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