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CMS Extends Temporary Enrollment Moratoria for New Home 
Health Agencies and Ambulance Suppliers in Certain Locations
Hedy S. Rubinger and Doug M. Hance

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that it will extend the temporary 
moratoria on Medicare enrollment of new home health agencies and ambulance suppliers in 
specific locations within metropolitan areas in Florida, Illinois, Michigan, Texas, Pennsylvania, and 
New Jersey.  CMS stated that HHS-OIG and the Department of Justice agree that a significant 
potential for fraud, waste, and abuse continues to exist in these geographic areas.

Section 6491(a) of the Affordable Care Act and 42 C.F.R. § 424.570 provide that CMS may impose 
a temporary moratorium on the enrollment of new Medicare, Medicaid, or CHIP providers and 
suppliers, including categories of providers and suppliers, if CMS determines that a moratorium is 
necessary to prevent or combat fraud, waste, or abuse.  Pursuant to this authority, CMS issued a 
notice on July 31, 2013 imposing moratoria on the enrollment of home health agencies in Miami-
Dade County, Florida and Cook County, Illinois and surrounding counties and on the enrollment 
of ground ambulance suppliers in the Harris County, Texas area and surrounding counties.  On 
February 4, 2014, CMS imposed moratoria on the enrollment of home health agencies in Broward 
County, Florida, Dallas County, Texas and Wayne County, Michigan and surrounding counties and 
on the enrollment of ground ambulance suppliers in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and surrounding 
counties.

CMS announced that in deciding to extend these enrollment moratoria, it considered law 
enforcement’s experience with ongoing and emerging fraud trends through civil, criminal, and 
administrative investigations.  CMS also looked to its own data analysis, which showed strong 
indicators of risk.

CMS stated that it consulted with State Medicaid Agencies and State Departments of Emergency 
Medical Services to determine if the moratoria would create an access to care issue for Medicaid 
and CHIP beneficiaries.  CMS also reviewed its Medicare data for the geographic areas and found 
that there are no current problems with access to home health agencies or ground ambulance 
suppliers in the targeted locations.   

In accordance with 42 C.F.R. § 424.570(b), a temporary enrollment moratorium imposed by CMS 
remains in effect for six months.  If CMS deems necessary, the moratorium may be extended in six 
month increments.  CMS evaluates whether to lift or extend the moratorium before any subsequent 
moratorium period ends.  If CMS decides to lift a moratorium, the provider or supplier types that 
were unable to enroll due to the moratorium will be designated to CMS’ high screening level for six 
months from the date the moratorium was lifted.
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The following tables list the geographic regions and providers and suppliers affected by the extended moratoria:

Home Health Agency Moratoria:

STATE CITY/METROPOLITAN AREA COUNTIES
FL Fort Lauderdale Broward
FL Miami Monroe

Dade
IL Chicago Cook

DuPage
Kane
Lake
McHenry
Will

MI Detroit Macomb
Monroe
Oakland
Washtenaw
Wayne

TX Dallas Collin
Dallas
Denton
Ellis
Kaufman
Rockwall
Tarrant

TX Houston Brazoria
Chambers
Fort Bend
Galveston
Harris
Liberty
Montgomery
Waller
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Part B Ambulance Moratoria:

STATE CITY/METROPOLITAN AREA COUNTIES
PA/NJ Philadelphia Bucks

Burlington (NJ)
Camden (NJ)
Delaware
Gloucester (NJ)
Montgomery
Philadelphia

TX Houston Brazoria
Chambers
Fort Bend
Galveston
Harris
Liberty
Montgomery 
Waller



Attorneys at Law

www.agg.com Page  4

Legal Insight

©2014. Arnall Golden Gregory LLP. This legal insight provides a general summary of recent legal developments. It is not intended to be, 
and should not be relied upon as, legal advice.  Under professional rules, this communication may be considered advertising material. 

About Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

Arnall Golden Gregory, a law firm with more than 150 attorneys in Atlanta and Washington, DC, employs a “business sensibility” 
approach, developing a deep understanding of each client’s industry and situation in order to find a customized, cost-sensitive 
solution, and then continuing to help them stay one step ahead. Selected for The National Law Journal’s prestigious 2013 
Midsize Hot List, the firm offers corporate, litigation and regulatory services for numerous industries, including healthcare, life 
sciences, global logistics and transportation, real estate, food distribution, financial services, franchising, consumer products and 
services, information services, energy and manufacturing. AGG subscribes to the belief “not if, but how.®” Visit www.agg.com.

Atlanta Office 
171 17th Street NW
Suite 2100
Atlanta, GA 30363

Washington, DC Office 
1775 Pennsylvania Ave., NW,  
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20006

To subscribe to future alerts, insights and newsletters: http://www.agg.com/subscribe/

not if, but how.®

Authors and Contributors

Hedy S. Rubinger 
Partner, Atlanta Office
404.873.8724
hedy.rubinger@agg.com

Doug M. Hance 
Associate, Atlanta Office  
404.873.8104
doug.hance@agg.com


