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Georgia Department of Community Health Receives Approval for  
Statewide Health Information Exchange; Grant Funds Activated

On March 30, 2011, the Department of Community Health (DCH) announced 
that it received final approval for the statewide Health Information Exchange 
(HIE) from the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information 
Technology (ONC). In 2010, DCH received a $13 million federal grant in sup-
port of the HIE, but ONC approval was needed to activate the grant monies. In 
total, 56 states, eligible territories and qualified State Designated Entities have 
received similar grants. The purpose of the ONC HIE grants is to support states’ 
efforts to rapidly build capacity for exchanging health information across the 
healthcare system, both within and across states. Specifically, awardees are 
responsible for increasing connectivity and enabling patient-centric  
information flow to improve the quality and efficiency of care.

According to DCH, the statewide HIE will improve access to clinical data across 
the full continuum of care so as to provide efficient and effective patient- 
centered care. The specific goals of the statewide HIE include: 

Enabling prompt access to critical health information by providers;•	
Supporting the meaningful use of electronic health record technology •	
throughout Georgia;
Protecting the privacy and security of personal health information;•	
Strengthening the continuity and coordination of care; and•	
Reducing healthcare costs by minimizing duplicate testing and services.•	

Georgia’s HIE is being created through a public-private collaborative of health-
care stakeholders throughout Georgia and will be governed by the Georgia 
Health Information Exchange, Inc. (GHIE), a nonprofit corporation. To view the 
DCH press release, please click here.1

1 http://dch.georgia.gov/00/press/detail/0,2668,31446711_31450193_169622150,00.html
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